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THE HOG. MONE} -OF “THIS SOMERS ISLANDS. 


ByiJd. H. Lerroey, 3a. 


e — 


THE difficulty of obtaining currency for the new trans- 
atlantic settlements, was one which made itself felt very 
early in the colonization of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. Spain herself, mistress of the precious metals, 
could not at first solve it. In 1586 they used in 
St. Domingo and Porto Rico a currency of small square 
pieces of leather, for want of silver and gold,' and, some 
years later, in 1635, a paper money.” It is therefore no 
matter of surprise that the Virginia Company of London, 


in obtaining from James [. a charter for the settlement of 





' See Southey's Chronological History of the West Indtes, i, 


p. 20S. 


? Ibid., i. p. 280. 
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the Bermudas (1612), should have contemplated the issue 
of a special coinage. In their instructions, dated April 27, 
1612, to their first Governor, Mr. Richard Moore, they 
say (Art. 4) :—“ Wee ordaine that such persons, worke- 
men or laborers, as shall at any tyme be employed by you 
for our busines in the said Plantacon, you shall give vnto 
them such reasonable day wages as in your discretion you 
. shall esteeme them worthie to have deserved, so that 
exceed not xxd. for workmen and 12d. for a labourer, for 
which purpose by the next supplie there shalbe a coyne 
sent voto you withall convenient opportunitie, togeather 
with the rates and value thereof.”—(Bermuda Records, 
MS. A.) 

The “next supplie,” we learn from Smith’s “ History 
of Virginia,’ was not Yong delayed. It arrived in the 
same year, and another in June, 1613, but as that author 
is silent as to any money having arrived, by either or at 
any time in Governor Moore’s reign, it seems probable 
that the Company did not make good their intention, 

The Virginia Company resigned the Bermudas to the 
Crown in November, 1614, and they were shortly after- 
wards granted to a new Incorporation, enfitled the 
Governor and Company of the City of London for the 
plantation of the Somer Islands, by letters patent, dated 


June 29, 1615, in which distinct provision is made for the ~ 


issue of a coinage, in the following terms :— 

‘““And Weedo further for us, our Heires and successors, 
give and Grant to the said Governor and Company, and 
their Successors, that they shall and lawfully may Esta- 
blish and cause to bee made a Coyne to pass Currant in 
their said Somer Islands, hetweene the Inhabitants there 
for the more easey of comerce and bargaining betweene 
them (sic) of such metall and in such manner and forme 
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as the said Governor and company in any of their said 
Generall Courts, shall limitt and appoint.”’ 

This coinage is distinctly alluded to by Smith :—“ Be- 
sides meat, drinke, and clothes, they had for a time a cer- 
tain kind of brasse money, with a Hogge on the one side, 
in memory of the abundance of hogges, was found at their 
first landing ’’ (Smith, under 1616), and the Company in 
their instructions to Governor Daniell Tucker, dated 
February 15, 1615, Par. 25, says :—‘“‘ Yf any refuse and 
will not accept his contentment out of the p.ffits in that 
case, we have appointed a base coyne, w°? we send rated 
with our p.visions, whereby you may give to such men 
there weekely wages when they worke, and as you shall 
find them to deserve, wth wch coyne yt shalbe lawfull 
and free for them to buy any p.visions out of the store, or 
any ffishe, corne, tooles, or any such thinge in the Islands 
where they can gett the same. And to that end you shall 
p.claime the sayde coyne to be currant to pass freelye 
from man to man, only throughout the Islands, and not 
otherwise.” 

Par. 26:—‘ And yf by this meanes yt shall soe fall out 
that many men of the said general imploymt shall rather 
accept to take there contentment by such weekely wages, 
in Base coyne, whereby the number of those that rest 
contented with the contract of p.ffitts beinge the fewer, the 
lesse p.portion of p.ffitts must yssue from vs to give them 
content, yet for theire better incouragement wee p.mise 
of our owne voluntarye, that the one-half of whatsoever 
shalbe found that wee have gained by the contentinge soe 
many with base coyne, shalbe freely imparted by vs to 
those that have willinglie yielded to take there salarye 
out of the p.fiitts to make there dividents the better.” 

The Hog money of the Somers Islands, as it is the 
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earliest of all colonial coins, has also been regarded as the 
rarest. A specimen sold at the sale of the Rev. Jos. 
Martin, which I take to have been the piece at one time 
in the cabinet of Thomas Hollis, was then supposed to be 
unique. It was engraved by Snelling, 1769,3 and by 
Ruding,* and described in this Journal® by the late 
Mr. Henry Christmas, as the only specimen known to 
exist. It was of the xiid. value. The existence of a 
smaller type of vid. current value, does not appear to have 
~ been known to either of these authorities, and the writer 
has only seen three examples, one of which is engraved 
at the head of this notice. Of the larger type there are 


in Bermuda itself about eight examples, one of which was 


found as recently as last year, but of these, two or three 
are indifferent specimens. 


Mr. Christmas’s description is as follows :— 


Type I, 
Obv.—SOMER ISLANDS. A wild boar, with the 


Roman numerals XII. MM, a mullet of five 
points. 

There seems to have been a misprint in the word 
SOMER, as it is spelt SOMMER on the coins, and also 
in the engravings of Snelling and Ruding. 

Rev.—A ship under sail firing a gun [with the cross of St. 
George at every masthead]. 

There is something projecting beyond the prow of a 

curved character, which may possibly be intended for the 





* Miscellaneous views of the Coins Struck by English Princes, 
&c., &. By Thomas Snelling. London, mpccixrx, Pl. iv. 15. 

‘Suppt., Part. ii. Pl. vii. 14. 

*Num. Chrop., vol. i., N.S., 1861, -». 210, 
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smoke of a cannon, but seems more like a fantastic beak. 
A defect in the striking of the side of the ship may 
possibly have been mistaken for the representation of 
smoke from a cannon. 


Type II. 
Obv.—_ SOMMER ILANDS. A wild, boar, with the 


Roman numerals VI. MM, a cuoss. 


Rev.—A ship under sail, with the cross of St. George at 
every masthead. 


The hogs are very well drawn, and do not bear out the 
statements of the half-starved character of those animals 
in their wild state. The ships, with their high poop and 


- forecastle, are of a very ancient type. 


The records of the colony of Bermuda are extant from 
the year 1616 downwards, but careful and repeated 
examination has failed to discover any allusion to this 
coinage. The currency was stobacco; all debts were 
recovered and paid in tobacco; all taxes were assessed 
and levied in tobacco. It would seem as if an inseparable 


prejudice, which the Company seem to have anticipated, 


had from the commencement prevented the circulation of 
money without intrinsic value. Where tobacco is not 
mentioned, the word sterling is always introduced, and 
this is perhaps the only ground for a supposition that 
there may once have been a metallic currency in tempo- 
rary circulation; but as the coins were not intended to 
leave the colony, the very limited number of specimens 
now known to have been preserved, is itself an argument 
that few were ever issued. 


Bernupa, February, 1867. 
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ON A NEW PIECE OF BERMUDA HOG-MONEY OF THE 


CURRENT VALUE OF Id. 


—————— 


By GENERAL Sim J. H.*Lerpoy, FB. 


In former numbers of the Chronicle! I have given some 
account of the peculiar currency known as hog-money, 


struck for circulation in the plantation of the Somers 


Isles under the Charter granted to the Bermuda Company 
by James I. in 1609. These pieces were not known to 
Ruding, and have always been extremely scarce; pieces 
of xiid., vid., and iid. have been described and ‘figured — 
the last from a specimen found in 1877, and at the time 
unique, but another was found last year at St. George’s 
I have now the good fortune to be enabled, by the kind- 
ness of Mr. J. Kermack Ford, to present a fourth variety, 
hitherto unknown, of the value of nid. Mr. Ford found it 
some years ago, by the merest accident, in turning over a 
quantity of old copper coins in a dealer's hands. 
Extravagance or over liberality were faults never attri- 





1N.S., vol. xvi. p. 153, and vol. xviii. p. 166. 
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buted to the Bermuda-Company. That they thought it 
necessary to have eight dies sunk—two for each of four | 
_ yarieties of currency—speaks for the very early stage of 
their history as a corporation, at which the order must 
have been given. It smacks of enthusiasm; we have no 
documentary evidence of the scale of the provision, and 
very little mention of the circulation of the coins, which 
the settlers never accepted with cordiality. 
The following is a description of the coin. 


Obv.—A three-masted, high-pooped ship under sail, between 
the letters S—I. 


Rev.—A Hog. The Roman numeral III. above it. 


The letters S—I for Somers Islands are a little doubt- 
ful, the marks representing them being possibly a part of 
the ship, which is not well defined. They:are certainly 
wanting in the pieces of xiid. and vid., which however 
pear the words “SOMMER ISLANDS” in full; but there is a 


trace of the I. in the piece of ud. 


i ei Cetera beta ae 


Philadelphia inquirer. Philadelphia. folio. 
Orp [Bermuda] Hog money. September 26, 18 
D234, COIS. 1; 2.0 x teary aor, | inet 
5 


NOTE.— Hog money is first mentioned 
ou ; a ee Generall Historie; ae a aeeae 
Hndeotinace mores wi Euan ee ee ee 
ge oO 
oy ES abundance of Byeees hae oes = 
poet eS ee So scarce has this money become 
oe a a says inhis Mesmorzals,vol.1, p. 100: “Only 
one nis Known to English collectors, and I have 
seen more than eight or nine in Bermuda,” 
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78 COLONISTS RETAIN RIGHTS OF ENGLISHMEN 


ten shares, though, with the special sanction of two quarter ae 
: a 
fifteen might be held, but no more, for the aaa Oo ay 
. 9 Ww 
wrong by any sinister OF undue practise’. One full s a ee 
e 
represented a capital investment of £12. I0s., was essenta 
its owner to vote in court. ? 
The Somers Island Company was gles: = ate 
"y ng to the laws o 
and rule’ its colonists accor , 
Pe ag h ere ‘not contrary 
sas long as these W 
but, if necessary, by other measures : . 
and repugnant to the lawes’. Martial law could be declared to quell 
rebellion. . . oe 
Englishmen unless under official restraint at home or aes 
the superstition of the Church of Rome, could, oc ee on a 
freely to the colony ana, if tne 
of allegiance and supremacy, pass . fe. 
ld strangers if they were willing 
esired, return thence. So also cou , 
become English subjects. The governor was to serve for Res eas 
could be reappointed. The officers and eae ie oe e ¥ oe 
€ their duties. The colonists an 
for the faithful performance 0 cir dut ( fare 
descendants were guaranteed all the ‘liberties, bleh ve nee 
| j nee 
of free denizens and naturall subjects . . . as if they ad bee 7 g 
and borne within [the] Kingdome of England’. ee 
The Company was granted a monopoly of the trade o peat 
could confiscate the goods of interlopers. As 1n we ve a e 
the colony were to be tree 0 
exports to and imports from ues 
an and for twenty-one years only the usual 5 per te imp ae 
*s shi ine 
in England was to be levied.2 The Company s ships and mat ould 
not to be detained or diverted, nor should their provisions, cargh) © 
; : j Eo 
munitions be appropriated upon any occasion whatsoeve eect 
The general plan was for every one to work in common i ag 
called, in a joint stock for seven years. During this tune 


i ‘ration, the “ti 
were to be supplied with goods and clothes, and, at its expir t 


f yy 
Pk 


ae he Advar i. @ 

net profits were to be equally divided between them and ee é ‘ 
turers. As soon as the land had been divided into shares, t ai Bhd | 
] uld occupy these under private contract. | 

of the planters co me of OE 


’ 








it ie 
; cify therm 7 
labourers who could not wait for their reward, so, to pactly pe 





ae » 6 not only \ i 

1 This particular sum seemed to be popular for ‘bills of adventure ; pe f : 

the since for the V. Co. but for the Guiana Co. as well Soke oreo moot 

2 Thi Jd be remitted if the goods were re-exported Wl ony in 1610 eg 
This tax wou : ’ N wfoundland co ony * 
This privilege was uniform with that granted Guys Ne 


the Guiana Co. See above, p. 38. 3 
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i 
planters ae 


he Y ating governor who disb 
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settle small accounts, the Company had some ‘base coyne’ struck.! In 
practice, the joint stock discounted individual effort, just as it had in 


Virginia, and stultified the colony in every respect save in the sharpen- 
ing of tempers. 


The charter was commended to the Company by a committee 
headed by the young lawyer and parliamentarian, Nathaniel Rich, 
‘a very temperate and honest gentleman’, and ‘a nere kinsman of 
Lord Robert Rich’. Both Lord Robert and Nathaniel Rich became 
enthusiastic promoters of the new Company. 

The Adventurers had no hesitation in Teappointing Sir Thomas 
Smith as their governor. He was the shipping magnate of his day and 
merits Our attention. In 1607 he had been re-elected governor of the 
East India Company, and he held the chief post of the Muscovy 
Levant, French, and Virginia Companies as well. The East India, one 
ginia, and Bermuda offices were in his spacious house. His upstairs 
parlour accommodated the smaller court meetings and on special occa- 
sions served for festivities, as on the auspicious day when the Earl of 
Southampton, in appreciation of being admitted to the East India Com- 
pany, sent a couple of bucks ‘to make merry withall... with... some 
dyner ... for the whole Company .. . at Mr. Governour’s house’. 
Sur Thomas’s residence was in fact the home of the enterprises which 
he encouraged and dominated,.2 

The paid staff of these Companies was small, the actual business and 
overseeing being performed by a small committee 6f directors who 
served gratuitously. In 1609, however, the East India Company voted 


1 . 
The coins were of brass 


ne ns v , with a hog on one side and a ship on the other. They were in 
denominations: xd, v 


1d, 111d, 11d, They soon acquired some of the unpopularity of the 





‘HOG MONEY’, Vid, Ilfd. 


icy ursed them and wer 
ich has remained. They have the distin 
sen They are now rarities. 


: Venerable Smith on his 


). Gratuities 


¢ derisively dubbed ‘hogge money'— 
ction of being the first British colonial 


forge and anvil were forged many links for Neptune’ 
(Cal. State Papers, 1616-21, 713, 734). 


. 


